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Eighth and Center Streets Baptist Church is a red brick, two-level
rectangular building facing Center Street at the northeast cormer of Eighth
in Hannibal, Missouri. The external measurements are approximately 70 feet
long by 40 feet wide.

The brick structure rests on a foundation of plain ashlar; the stones
at the corners of the bullding are unusually large. The front entrance is
through a round-arched doorway. Its wooden doors were hung about 1959, at
the same time that a neon lighted cxross was installed over the door.

Romanesque Revival features on the front elevation include pilaster
strips, an arcaded corbel table, and round-headed windows. In the gable
end is a small double window with a circular window above 1t, giving the
1llusion of a trefoil. The side elevatlons have ground-level windows with
segnental arches and four-over—four double-hung sash. The twelve windows
of the main floor are stained glass inscribed with the names of the frater-
nal organizations which donated them, thus forming a recoxd of the soclal
life of the Negro community in the early 1900°'s when they were installed.
The northwest window 1s inscrlbed to the memory of Feronla McDowell, daughter
of the pastor at the time.

Stairways on eithor side of the entrance lead to the main floor where
the sanctuary is located. Thelr woodwork 1s comparable to that of other
buildings in Hannibal dating from ¢. 1885, The plastered walls of the
sanctuary are painted a pinkish beige. The high arched ceiling has the
original tin ceiling and convex cornice. One early lamp bracket can be
seen on the west wall. A balcony along the upper south wall of the sanctuary
i1s reached by stairs atove the entrance stairs, Three different early styles
of pews ~ one believed to date back to the tuilding of the church - are
housed there, along with recently installed alrconditioning units. The floor
of the balecony is tiered. The sanctuary now has light oak pews purchased in
1974. The aisles of the wood floors are carpeted in blue. ° The pulpit is
centered at the north end of the sanctuary. An arched alcove behind it
accorodates the choir. This space is above the original baptismal pool,
which was thought to be of dubious structural soundness.

The ground level, one step down from the entrance, contains a vestibule,
dining room, kitchen and restrooms. A raised platform at the north end of
the dining room conceals the baptistry moved here from the main level.

Steps at the east end of this platform ascend to the sanctuary. Three cast
iron columns run down the middle of the dining room, serving as supports

for the sanctuary above. They are banded in the middle, fluted on the lowex
half, with capltals formed of detachable acanthus leaves.

The church is located in a reasonably well-kept residential nelghborhood.
A brick parsonage, built in 1903, adjoins the church on the north. It is a
simple two-story, three-bay structure with a hipped xoof.
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The Eighth and Center Streets Baptist Church is the principal historical

.‘1andmark of the Negro population of Hannibal, Missouri. The history of the

congregation reflects the aspirations and achievements of this group in the
face of slavery and segregation. The site of the present church also has
early assoclations with Blanche Kelso Bruce (1814~1898), a black leader of
national prominence in the post-Civil-War period.

The Eighth and Center Streets Baptist Church traces its origins to
November 25, 1837, when the Zoar ihurch was organized at the home of Stuart
Self, two miles west of Hannibal.™ Attending this meeting were Robert and
Mary A. Hendren, Francis Dunn, Stuart and Nancy Self, James Brown, and two
black women known as "Maria and Providence.” At first the membership worshipped
in a schoolhouse. Moving to Hannibal in 1841, the church was reorganized under
the name of the Hannibal United Baptist Church. This church was located on the
corner of Fourth and Chuxrch Streets and also had both black and white members.
The tensione leading to the Civil ¥ar, which also caused the Methodist and
Presbyterian churches in Hannibal to split, resulted in a division of the
Baptist Church in 1853, when the white members formed the First Baptist Church,
and the black members moved to the present location.

The land was purchased from Zachariah G. Draper and Eleanor M, Draper,
his wife, on April 22, 1853, for the sum of thirty-seven dollars and fifty
cents. The trustees who bought the ground were James Daws, Carter Braxton,
George Bishop, Jerry Wade and John Hannox, all free persons of color. This
property included most of the block,

"It is understood and agreed by the undersigned grantors
and grantees, that the lot of ground herein described and
sold, has been purchased by voluntary contributions of
colored persons, within and near the city owned by others
who are friendly to the objects for the purpose of erecting
thereon a church edifice or place of religious worship to
be called "The Affrican Church," under rules and regulations
which shall be made under the direction of trustees for the
several denominations of Methodists, Baptists and such
denominations as the said txusﬁees, may according to such
rules and regulations permit.”

Mr. Byron Lzkeman and Mrs. Queary of Hannibal state that the old church
fronted on Eighth Street where the parsonage is now located, and school
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was held in the rear. Baptists, Methodists, and other denominations shared
the bullding for worship services., The Methodists tuilt thelr own church,
Allen Chapel, in 1869. The Baptists were known as the Second Baptist Church
until the 1880's, when the present name came into use, paralleling the change
from First Baptist to Fifth Street Baptist. :

The school teacher from 1861 to 1865 was Blanche K. Bruce. Bruce, a
foxmer slave, was born in Prince Edward County, Virginia, and was taken to
Missouri several years béfore the Civil warg In 1861 he escaped and came
to Hannibal, where he organized the school.” After the war, he went to
Mississippi, which he served in the United States Senate from 1875 to 1881,
the only black Senator to serve a full term from that state, In later life
he was a public offlcial and leading citizen of Washington, D. C., where his
home is now a Natlonal Historic Landmark. School was held in the 3hurch until
1870, when a free public school for Negroes was built in Hannibal.

Oliver H. Webb was pastor of the church for forty years from 18533 bty
1878 he had already served longer than any other pastor in the city. As a
mark of respect he was known as "Father" Webb. During the time he was not in
the pulplt he worked on a transfexr wagon. He labored late at night with other
menbers of the church to build their new building.

There is some uncertainty as to the date of the present structure, as it
is sald to have remained unfinished at the time the second pastor took office
in 1893.7 Recently, however, reference to a construction date of 1872 has been
located.’ This date accords with the building'saRomanesqué Revival style,
which was most popular in the 1850's and 1860's,  The sophisticated use of
the arcaded corbel table and pilaster strips suggests that a professional
architect or btullder may have had a hand in the building, but his name is not
recorded. The cost of the structure was sald to be $8,000, but this figure
probably omits the many contributions of bricks and labor by the members.

Subsequent pastors have presided over the contimued improvement of the
bullding. G. H. McDaniel, who succeeded Father Webb, was notable as the
publisher of the Missouri Baptist Standard, which at the time was the only
Negro publication in Missouri. The fifth pastor, C. R. McDowell (served
1901-1916), built the parsonage in 1903 and directed installation of the
windows, including one in memory of his daughter Feronia. E. H. McDonald
(served 1919-1922) installed the lighting and heating systems and completed
decoration of the interior.
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Although membership in Eighth and Centexr Streets Baptist Church has
declined in recent years, dedicated members continue to preserve the church.
Placing it on the National Register of Historle Places willl help to maintain
the rich heritage of the black community and will make its significance
apparent to the many people who vislt Hannibal from around the world.

Footnotes

1. The chief source for the early history of the church is Edward M. Jamary,
"History of Eighth and Center Streets Baptist Church" (Hannibal, Mo.s
Eighth and Center Streets Baptist Church, 1930), now extremely rare.
Material drawn from this source can be found in 110th Anniversary "Forward
Through The Ages" (Hannibal: BEighth and Center Streets Baptist Church,
1963); and in Hurley and Roberta Hagood, The Story of Hannibal (Hannibali
Standard Printing Co., 1976).

2. Quoted by January.

3. U. 5. Department of Commerce, Natlonal Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, For the Dignity of Humanilty, Znd Anmual Commemoration of Black
History iWashinston, D. C.s U. S. Government Printing Office, Feb. 1979).

4., Letitia W. Brown and Elsie M. Lewis, Washinszton In The New Era, 1870-~1970
(Washington, D. C.:+ National Portrait Gallery, 1572), p. 9.

5. Marion D. Powers, "The Development of Publie Education 'in Hannibal,
Missouri, With Special Emphasis on the Education of the Negro®
{unpudl. thesis, Lincoln University of Missourl, June 19%8),

6, Hannibal Dally Courler, Jamuary 15, 1878.
7. Ibid.,
8. Carroll L, V. Meeks, "Romanesque Before Richardson in the United States,™

Art Bulletin, Vol., XXXV, No. 1 (March 1953); Marcus Whiffen, American
Architecture Since 1780 (Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1969), pp. 6167,
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ajm,mém:ﬁ: and Center mwﬁmmﬁw mmnw¢mﬁ Church is the principal historical
landmark of the Negro population of Hannibal, Missouri. The history of the
congregation reflects the aspirations and achievements of this group in the
face of slavery and segregation. The site of the present church also has
early associations with Blanche Kelso Bruce (1814-1898), a black Teader of
national prominence in the post-Civil-War period.
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